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Shavuot (Pentecost) Biblical Study

Overview of Shavuot [ Pentecost

e Shavuot (also known as Pentecost) is a biblical festival and holy convocation
for all believers, both Jews and Gentiles, reflecting covenant obligations for
followers of Yeshua (Jesus).

e The festival marks the culmination of counting 50 days from Passover (the
Omer), signifying the wheat harvest and a time to present firstfruits to
Yahweh.

e The celebration is rooted in Leviticus 23, which outlines the timing and
offerings (grain and animal sacrifices) once performed at the temple.

e Even without a temple today, believers are encouraged to honor the festival as
a sign of faithfulness and anticipation for prophetic fulfillment.

e Shavuot is traditionally linked to the giving of the Torah at Sinai, although the
exact 50-day connection is a tradition, not explicitly stated in scripture.

Theological Significance and Historical Parallels

e Shavuot is seen as a time when the Torah was given to Israel at Sinai, with
both Israelites and a mixed multitude (including Gentiles) present,
emphasizing that the covenant is open to all by faith.

e There is a parallel between the Sinai event and Acts 2, where the Holy Spirit
was poured out on the followers of Yeshua. Both events involve signs (voices,
fire/torches, languages) and are considered pivotal moments of covenant
renewal and spiritual empowerment.

¢ In both events, the manifestation of divine presence was witnessed (e.g.,
seeing voices and torches at Sinai; tongues of fire and speaking in other
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languages in Acts 2).

e The giving of the Torah at Sinai and the outpouring of the Spirit at Pentecost
both underscore the move from external law (written on stone) to internal
(written on hearts by the Holy Spirit).

Shavuot and Tithing Practices

e The festival marks the start of the biblical tithing cycle, which includes three
tithes:

o The first tithe (for the Levites/priesthood), only applicable in the land of
Israel.

o The second tithe (to be enjoyed during the festivals in Jerusalem, or
converted to money if travel is impractical).

o The third tithe (every third and sixth year of the seven-year cycle), set aside
for the poor, the alien, the orphan, and the widow.

¢ |t was clarified that tithing practices outlined in Torah are not mandatory for
modern congregations outside the land of Israel, though offerings and
supporting the local assembly are encouraged.

Acts 2 and the Holy Spirit

e Acts 2 describes the disciples receiving the Holy Spirit in Jerusalem during
Shavuot, with miraculous signs: a rushing wind, tongues of fire, and speaking
in other languages understood by Jews and proselytes from many nations.

e The phenomenon mirrored the Sinai experience, reinforcing the continuity
between the giving of the Torah and the giving of the Spirit.

e The languages spoken were real and understandable, providing a clear
witness to nonbelievers, which is contrasted with some modern practices of
speaking in tongues that do not have clear interpretation.

e The outpouring led to the conversion of 3,000 people, paralleling the 3,000
who died at Sinai due to unbelief—a reversal demonstrating grace and
redemption.

e Peter's sermon called the people to repentance and baptism as necessary
responses to the gospel, highlighting faith and works (repentance) as part of
entering the covenant.



Practical and Pastoral Guidance

e Believers are encouraged to draw near to Yahweh, not to shrink back as some
did at Sinai, and to seek a close relationship with God through faith in Yeshua
and the Holy Spirit.

e Observance of the biblical festivals (Passover, Shavuot, Sukkot) is presented
as integral to walking by faith and staying connected to the redemptive plan of
God.

e The speaker acknowledged different calendar traditions for observing Shavuot
but emphasized unity in faithful observance.

e Technical difficulties with the live broadcast were mentioned, with apologies
for any confusion during scripture display.

Key Questions Raised

e Are Gentile believers obligated to observe Shavuot and other biblical holy
days? (Answer: Yes, as part of the covenant through faith.)

¢ |s tithing to modern congregations biblically mandated? (Answer: Not
according to Torah; tithing was connected to the land and temple service.)

e What is the biblical pattern for speaking in tongues? (Answer: In Acts 2,
tongues were understandable languages; modern practices should seek
clarity and confirmation.)

Decisions and Action Plans

e Continue to teach and encourage observance of biblical festivals among all
believers.

e Promote understanding of biblical tithing and giving practices, distinguishing
them from modern traditions.

e Encourage believers to seek a genuine relationship with God, marked by faith,
repentance, and openness to the Holy Spirit.

e Clarify distinctions between traditional and modern practices (such as
speaking in tongues) in teaching and pastoral guidance.

Additional Notes



e Listeners were invited to engage with the speaker's content on various
platforms and to connect for further resources and discussion.

e The meeting ended with blessings for the upcoming Shavuot celebration and
encouragement for unity despite calendar differences.



